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At the April 23-24 meeting of Latin American and European foreign ministers in Copenhagen,
the attending delegates from the "Rio Group" energetically criticized the European Economic
Community's (EEC) protectionist measures against Latin American agricultural imports. But
the appeals to reverse tariffs and quotas imposed by Europe met with little sympathy from the
EEC participants, and the final joint declaration signed by representatives from the two regions
is little more than a goodwill statement that calls for greater trade and cooperation. At the April
5-6 conference of Rio Group ministers in Bolivia, the participants agreed to act as a "firm and
determined regional bloc" at the meeting with their EEC counterparts to protest against European
protectionism (see Chronicle 04/15/93). Indeed, as expected, the Rio Group ministers delivered
impassioned appeals in Copenhagen to lift protectionist trade barriers, bitterly criticizing the
EEC's hypocritical demands that Latin American countries open their economies while at the same
time limiting the region's access to European markets. "There is a growing consensus in Latin
America that the EEC cannot continue with its speeches over the need for trade openings, economic
modernization, and free competition while at the same time they subsidize domestic production
and close their economies," said Mexico's Foreign Minister Fernando Solana, who spearheaded the
protests in Copenhagen. "At present, about 42% of the Europeans' agricultural income comes from
government subsidies. That can be respected as long as they don't come and tell us to eliminate our
subsidies in Latin America." The principal Latin American-EEC trade disputes regard the European
Community's decision to impose protectionist tariffs and quotas on banana and apple imports this
year (see previous coverage, see Chronicles 01/28/93, 02/18/93, 03/04/93, 03/18/93, and 04/01/93). But
according to the Rio Group ministers, most regional countries are affected in one form or another
by EEC trade barriers. Argentina, for example, is directly affected by EEC agricultural subsidies
for meat and other farm products, which it says severely limit that country's ability to compete on
European markets. Argentina is leading the lobby in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) to force the EEC to accept a reduction in farm subsidies in the Uruguay Round. Moreover,
according to Venezuelan Foreign Minister Fernando Ochoa, many EEC trade barriers are often
disguised as efforts to promote ecologically-safe forms of production and consumption. For example,
the EEC is considering a special tax on hydrocarbon consumption to reduce air pollution, which
Venezuela says will lower demand for Venezuelan petroleum. The EEC has also decided to impose
limits on Venezuelan imports of tuna, allegedly to protect tuna stocks against over-exploitation.
"The barriers against Venezuela's tuna and petroleum exports are unilaterally imposed without
even taking into account the right of our country and other nations in the region to strive for a
prosperous and dignified standard of living through greater trade and the opening of international
markets," said Ochoa at the conference. "They don't seem to care about the negative effects such
measures will have on the economies of countries like Venezuela." Despite such speeches and
unified pleas by the Rio Group for a reversal of protectionist measures, most of the criticism had
little effect on the EEC delegates. EEC vice- president Manuel Marin, for example, admitted that
many Latin American complaints are "well-founded," but the European Community must also
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protect its own interests. "We have a history of protection in Europe, and we can't remove all of the
duties all at once, it takes time," said Marin, who stressed that the EEC has made "vigorous efforts"
to bring down protective levies on Latin American produce by 30%, while 65% of all imports from
the region already enter the EEC duty free. "The Rio Group should not expect too much from the
EEC, especially since Latin American nations already enjoy a US$10 billion trade surplus with the
European Community." Not surprisingly, the joint declaration signed by the 25 attending ministers
at the close of the conference contains no references whatsoever to trade barriers, sidestepping all
requests by the Rio Group to include clauses that could reinforce free trade. Rather, the declaration
is simply a goodwill statement which expresses both regions' commitment "to strengthen economic
and trade relations," while calling on the EEC to provide more technical assistance to Latin America.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 04/20-24/93; Inter Press Service, 04/24/93; Enterprise for the
Americas Initiative Bulletin, 04/28/93)
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